
L I F E G R O U P

Main Idea: Recognize God's favor through Jesus which is given to you, despite you, and bigger than you.  
Reference: Luke 1:26-38, 1 Peter 1:10-12 
 
In Luke chapter 1 Mary is visited by the angel Gabriel and told many things. Twice in that exchange she is 
called favored. Verse 29 says, "she was greatly troubled" or disturbed by this. Just a few chapters later when 
Jesus starts his ministry he describes his ministry as the year of the Lord's favor. Does God's favor disturb you? 
Or is it common or ordinary? God's favor given to us through Jesus is a miraculous favor. If you are hearing 
about God's good news of bringing you into relationship, that's God's favor. God is picking you. He's choosing 
you! He's saying He wants that one. It's not because of anything we have done. Mary was a virgin and from 
the Nazareth, a tiny village of no significance. God's favor on Mary was not because of what Mary had done 
but instead it was despite Mary's efforts. When God pursued relationship with you it was not because of 
anything we did or could do. It's grace. Mary was also told that the reign of her son would be FOREVER. 
When we say yes to the favor of God we quickly can see that the impact of this is much bigger than our one 
life. We can also recognize that if God can do this miracle of salvation, nothing is impossible with Him.  
 
1. How much have you thought about God's favor that is given to you through Jesus? Does it trouble you? Or 
what is your response? 
 
 
2. Mary's origin story disqualified her from being used by God in this way. Have you ever thought that where 
your came from (family, city, personal wrongs) limits how God can use you?  
 
 
3. When we receive God's favor upon our lives, how does that decision have a ripple effect beyond us?  
 
 
4. How does recognizing Jesus as the miracle of all miracles give you faith for other miracles? Nothing will be 
impossible with God (vs. 37).  

Prayer points: 
1.  Pray that this Christmas season would be a unique season of seeing Jesus in the midst of it all. 

2. Pray that God's grace or favor would impact our hearts and minds. 



P R A Y I N G  F O R  T H E  
N A T I O N S

Mission Prayer Focus: China 
Missionaries LifePointe Supports in Region: Ray & Cindy Hilsinger (Tibet) 
Pioneer Workers Needed: 3,153 
Number of People Groups: 543 
Unreached People Groups: 444 (81.8%) 
Population in Unreached: 146,228,000 (10.4%) 
Specific Prayer Needs: 
1.  Pray that the enemy’s hold on the Tibetan people will be loosened.   
2. Pray the Tibetan people would recognize a clear contrast between the 
kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light. 
 


