
L I F E G R O U P

Main Idea: We build authentic relationship with Jesus on a foundation of personal encounter. 
 
Reference: 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 
 
In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul calls out a disconnect in the lives of the Corinthians. They weren't actually living any 
different than the world around them.  This is a problem because it's a demonstration that they can't move on 
into maturity. We have to start with personal encounter with the person of Jesus. That's why Paul wanted his 
ministry to be the power of God and not the wisdom or cleverness of Paul.  After we encounter Jesus, then we 
can intentionally build authentic relationship with Jesus over a lifetime. Paul highlights two ways in which we can 
build authentic relationship with Jesus. Firstly, it's important to recognize that we are in a battle. It's a spiritual 
battle that wars within us (vs. 2-3). Paul talks about that reality in his other letters as well (check out Romans 6- 
8). But if we are going to grow authentically with Jesus than we need to boldly call it like it is and recognize that 
we are in a spiritual battle. Secondly, we need to intentionally keep our relationship centered on the person of 
Jesus and not the personality of others (vs 5-9). We are very easily swayed and can easily put people in the 
place of God in our lives. The Corinthians did this and it caused all sorts of problems in their community. 
Authentic relationship is built to last and its worth will be shown on judgement day (vs. 12-15). 
 
.1. How has personal encounter been significant for starting your relationship with God? 
 
 
2. The battle is real. How do you feel admitting that to yourself and God can help you grow in authentic 
relationship with Him? 
 
 
3. God uses people to draw us to Him, but how have you seen people or yourself get drawn to other people 
instead of God?  
 
4. In verses 12-15, Paul talks about this judgement day for believers. Is that something you have thought about 
much? How so? 

Prayer points: 
1.  Pray that each of us would grow in authentic relationship with Jesus.  

2. Pray that our church community would be a place where people encounter the reality and love of 
God. 


