
L I F E G R O U P

Main Idea: Friendship with God is what sets us up to walk in our destiny with God.  
Reference: James 4:8, Joshua 1:1-9, Exodus 33:11 
 
We are given a precious and straightforward promise in James 4:8 that says that if we draw near to God, He 
will draw near to us. This is what we are created for and this is the pathway to our destiny in God. We look at 
Joshua's life and how he is remembered for his courageous leadership in Israel. He led his people into the 
promised land. But when we look "behind the scenes", Joshua was a man that first sought to have friendship 
with God in the secret place (Exodus 33:11).  This type of relationship with God is now available to each of us 
through Jesus. We can grow in friendship with God by choosing to be honest with God. Friendship is not 
performance or perfection. Friendship is honest and authentic. We can grow in friendship with God by 
choosing to be obey in faith. When we are obedient in the little things we are demonstrating the depth of our 
love for Jesus. We can grow in friendship with God by valuing what He values. Friends celebrate with each 
other and mourn with each other. As we cultivate an appreciation for the things of God's heart, we grow in 
intimacy. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to us.  
 
1. How does the promise in James 4:8 inspire your daily relationship with Jesus? 
 
 
2. Consider the life of Joshua. How do you think his friendship with God (Exodus 33) prepared him to lead the 
people in this history defining way? 
 
 
3. Look at Exodus 33:11. Joshua could have gone with Moses to the public places but instead he chose personal 
intimacy with God. Is it difficult to remain focused on what is important versus what is seen or appreciated by 
others? How so? 
 
 
4. How do you currently desire to grow in friendship with God? Is there anything that has stirred up a fresh 
desire for friendship with Him? 

Prayer points: 
1.  Pray that God would draw each of us into deeper relationship daily.   

2. Pray for a desire and conviction to remain focused on what is truly important. 


